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of the taxaiion of Austrulia and eollect a
hugo revenue.

Mr. Pickering: T.cy exercise that control,
too.

Hon, M. F. TROY: VYeg, to the fuilest
extent. Had we signed that finaucial ngree-
ment, Western Australin would have haid oniy
one large source of taxation—incomes. As we
pot further into dAiflienltior, the ineome {ax
would have to be inereased.  Under such an
arrangement the Federal Government would
have heen relieved of the distasteful work of
imposing incrensed income taxation. Western
Aunstralin would have had vecourse only to in-
eome taxation whenever we wanied more re-
venue, and that position woulkl! be intolerable.
If ever a Government enter into an agreement

whereby  they acrept the whole  respousi-
bility for colleeting the income tax in
return  Tor the Commonwenlilt  retaining

the whole of the surplus revenue, it will be
had for Western Australia, The Federal
Government should keep faith with the people
so that with the wiping off of the war debis,
inctme taxation will he reduced.  The State
oot do that, heeause our oltigations have
Ligen, and will conlinue to he, inercased. 1
dv not wish to be u pessimist, bot I prefer
to speak the vruth,  Any man enn be a breezy
optimist with other people’s moncy. We
know that unless the State vepuodiates ite
obligations we have to pay interest on all
our debts and although we ean borrow mil-
lions, we must pay the money back. If our
only means of financing resolves itself into
income taxation, the burden will he so in-
tolerable that no Government will he able to
stand up to it, for the people will not have
it. [ believe, had that apgreement been en-
dorsed by the Government, it would have heen
rejected hy Parlinment. This session may
not last long, beeause apparently the Govern-
nient o not eontemplate bhringing forward
muach leghglation, I am suroriseidl that a
Hospitals Rill, which wns said to be se neees-
sary last sesston, is not to be rve-introduecd. 1
have a suspicion that the Goverminent are
prompted in their aetion in that regard by
congiderations arising out of the forthcoming
elections. During the session T intend to toke
advantage of the opportunities I have in the
House of criticising uny aet of mal-adminis-
tration on the part of the Government. The
people of the State, accordinyg to the Premier,
are taking more aetive interest in  politics
than they have dune for years past. That
being 30, I hope they will interest themselves
in the migration scheme and in group settle-
ment, and will demand from the Government,
not mercly hald, empty statements such as
appeared in the Governor’s Speech, bhut some-
thing concrete, They will want to know where
it i o1l leading to and whether we are to
gt a decent return from the milliens that
have been spent in ennnection with group
settlement under methods which T do net ap-
prove.

On  motion
journed.

House adjourned at 1047 p.m,

by My, Angelo, debate ad-
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The PRESIDENT took the chair at 4.30
pan, and read prayers.

QUESTION—SANDALWOOD
TENDERS.

Hon, A, LOVEKRIXN asked the Minister for
Edueation: In conncetion with the tenders
for cutting and dispesal of sandalwood—mwill
he lay on the Talde the correspondence he-

tween My, John Stewnrt and the Hon. the
Premier?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Yus,

QUESTION—ESPERANCE, MINIS-
TERIAL VISIT.

Mon, J. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Education: 1, Whether, upon his return from
abroxd, the membher for Kanowna (Hoa. T.
Watker, M.L.A.) was made aware of the then
pending visit of the Minister for Agriculture
to the Esperanee district? 2, Tf so, by whom,
and what view, if any, did the said member
express respeeting his desired ability or in-
ability to join in the proposed visit?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The matter was mentioned
in conversation between the member for
Kanowna and the Secretary, Premier’s De-
partment. As it was understood by the latter
that the member was unable to make this
trip, the Minister for Agriculture was so ad-
vised. Mo invitation was issued.

QUESTION—R.8.P.C.A. PUNDS AND
OFFICIALS.

Hen, A, LOVEKIN asked the Hon. .J.
Duffell in connection with the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act Amendment Bill, now
on the Notice Paper (of which Bill Mr,
Duffell is in charge) the following ques-
tions: 1, Is it a fact that a pertion of the
funds of the Royal Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals has been tampered
with by one or more of the officinls of the
Society? 2, If so, will he give particulars
of such misfeasance and of the cireumstances
under which it arose? 3, Are the officinls of
the society under guarantee?

Hon. T. DUFFELT: replied: 1, Yes. 2,
The particulars asked for are contained in a
copy of the minutes of a speeial sub-commit-
tee, which T am laying upon the Table. 3, No,
but the matter is ander consideration.
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ADDRESS.IN.-REPLY.
Sixth Day.
Debate resumed from the preceding day.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN  (Metropolitan)
[4.36]: I first take opportunity to congratu-
late the MMinister on his appointment. By
what has fallen from hon. members preced-
ing me, he can be well assured that he wiil
have every nassistanee from the House, sub-
ject to our dwty as members and to our
dutics to the State. At the same time I am
gorry the hon, member has experienced whatl
might e¢all an emotional conversion. A day
or two apo he told us that he now views the
Wendham Meat Works and the Electricity
Department in quite a different light from
thit in which he saw them when he sat over
ojposite a8 a private member,

Hon. J. Cornell: He now sits at a different
angle.

Hon. A, LOVERKIN: T do not know
whether that is due to the healing atmosphere
created by Mr. Hickson, or to the balm that
oft.n eases pain when office is attained. I
am sure the view the hon. member now takes
ean only be a temporary one, having regard
to the fipures he gave us & day or two ago.
He told us that the Wyndham Jeat Works
had now reached a ecapital of £1,221,410,
and that of that sum £457,722 represented
losses on previous vears’ workings, leaving
an actual eapital of £763,688. Tt scems to
me rather o novel procedure in finanee to
capitalise losses.

Hon. 3, W. Miles: Was that a statement
by ihe Leader of the House?

Hon, A. LOVEETIN: Yes, in reply to ques-
tions. If we are to go on at this rate, capi-
taliving the losses on this veature in the
Nortl, it will not be long before most of our
revenue will have to go to meet inferest on it.
The eapacity of the Wyndham Meat Works
is now aheut 30,000 baullocks, and at the pres-
ent time £2 or £3 per bulloek gees in interest.
I o<k the Minister to consider seriously
whetier he is a convert to the continuation
of the Wyndham Meat Worka

The Minister for FEducation: Yes, I ap-
prove of it

Heino A LOVEKIX: Coming to the
Spueech, et me say T have read or listened
to -peeches of this character in this State
sithe: 1856, but never have T read or heard
a wore unsatistactory production than that
which we Ll on this orcasion. There is noth-
inz in it it iz badly put together, and some
of thox statements in it do not say what is
n:xent.  For instanee, there is here a state-
meut which tells us that we are geing to in-
erepve the number of our flocks and herds
by cheap wire netting, That is the sort of
int: rmation we get in the Speech!

Hon. J. Cornell: A new element
brecding of sheur..

Wi, T, XNicholsnn:
dingngs?

Hwm. A, LOVEKIX: [ do not know what
thy = propese to do about ihie dinpoes, but

in the

And what alout the

apparently they have discovered a  novel
methed of increasing the sheep. The Speech
dnes tell us that the financial negotations
with the Federal anthorities have been aban-
denvd. T think everyonv in the State will
say, ‘*Thank God for that’’; because it
those negotiations had been vconsummated,
they would have worked the uwtmost disaster
to the State within a very few years. The.
Premier, when he eame back, told us he had
agreed to the principle of the propesals put
forward by Mr, Bruce, proposals which must
inevitahly have led us to disaster. Let us con-
sider what those proposals were. In the first
place, the revenue of the State is partly
made up from the per capita grant of the
Commonwealth, which in 1922 amounted to
£418,966, T quote the fipures of that year
heeause they constitute the basis on which the
proposals were framed. Then there is the
speeial grant of £140,000, and we received
from State income tax in fhat year £320,874,
and from dividend duties £177,005, or a total
of £1,056845, TUnder the proposal, the prin-
ciple of which was agreed to by the Premier,
we would still get that sum for all time, but
no mere, and the incidence of getting was
to be changed.: The Premier informed us
that in addition to that, we should henefit to
the extent of a further £100,000 which the
Federal anthorities proposed to give us. The
proposals of the Federal authorities showed
that we would get roughly £133,000 more than
we were getting in June, 1922, hot that we
wouldl get it from a different source. We
would first of all have to abandon the £558,996
we are getting from the per eapita grant, and
the sneeial payments, and tzke in exchange
for that the right to impose the Federal tax,
whieh  weull ¥ield for Western Aunstralia
£692,339.  In abandoning the per ecapita
grunt and the special grant and substituting
the Federal tax we would get a revenue of
£1,190,224 as against a present revenie of
£1,056,815, leaving us £133,389 to the good
under this scheme. That looks well from
the point of view of the Federal authorities.

Hon. J. Doffell: That is a thing of the
past.

Hon. &, LOVEKIXN: I know it is, but I
refer to it now heeause the matter is not
finally abandoned. T do not want to see
the Premier, or anyone clse, attend any
future conference and agree to any proposal
of this kind.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
dead aund huried.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Possibly: bat they are
to be resurreeted in 2 new form. [ <o nog
desire that they should be entertained for a
moineot. Whatever we do in this State, we
musi hold fast to our portion of the consoli-
dated revenve that is derived iy the Federal
Goverament through Customs and Fscise

Hon. .J. Cornell: T thought the sandalwood
indvstry was dead and buried. but that is to
he resurrected,

IIon. A, LOVEKIX: The Federal income
tax wns a war tax; one which onght to cease,

These proposals are
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and will cease in the ordinary course of
evcnts, as the dependants of soldiers die and
loaus mature and are redeemed out of the
sinking fund. That tax ought to become
unnceessary. Therefore, we should have no
such tax. If we give up our right to
sharg in the congolidated revenue from Cus-
toms and Excise and other sources, we shall
be perpetnating this war tax which should
not cxist. That is one matter that the Premier
should set his face strongly against. He should
sce that for the fnture we have a fair share
of the Federal inecome acerning from this
State, This proposal stopped at 1922, 1t
would not matter how our population inereased
or how many millions we paid to the Federal
authorities in customs duties, we wounld not
get a penny back, because we would have ac-
cepted the war-time tax. As we inerease our
population in this State we must inerease our
revenue. There must be some svurce of revenue
which will grow with our inereasing popula-
tion. The only revenue that will answer our
requirements is the revenue from customs and
excise. Tf we are deprived of any share of
that, it will he very disastrons for Western
Australia. We are berrowing money at pre-
sent as fast as we can. Tast year we
spent  £3,600,000 of loan moneys and
a large proportion of that is going into
the Federal cotfers through customs and
excise duties, The Esperance Railway is being
bujlt out of borrowed money, and of this a
certain proportion will go to the Common-
wealth as duty on rails, etc. We are paying
sustenance on our group scttlements, and all
these people are contributing to the customs.
We are not, under the Federal proposal, to get
a penny back except through the income tax
and the super Federal tax which we take over.

The Premier also agreed to the prin-
eiple with regard to the issuc of non-
taxable bonds, Tt was declared that

no bonds would he issued in futurc except
those subject to a tax. That would be an
absolutely disastrons proposal for Western Aus-
tralia. We want cheap money. If we are go-
ing to issue bonds and offer, on the one
hand, say, 5 per eent., which is what the
Federal Government are now paying, and on
the other hand we are going to say to the in-
vestors, ‘' You are subject to ap unknown
tax,’’ we shall get no one to take up the bonds
except insane people or those ignorant of or-
dinary finance. T% is better that people with-
in the State should be able to get their in-
terest on the bonds free of tax. Let the peo-
ple be given a fair return for their money and
do what they like with it, free of taxation up-
on it. If the Federal proposal were gone on
with, we should find that money would not be
fortheoming for the remewal of loans. Men
with money to invest will say they want 4 per
cent, net for it. They will not lend their
money if it is subjeet to an unknown ta=.
It is better that the loan should be free of
tax to our own people, rather than that we
should borrow from outside people whom we
cannot tax and pay the full rate,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. G. W. Miles: You can get mone)
cheaper at Home than by renewing loans ir
Australia at 5 per eent.

Ion. A. LOVEKIN: I do not know
Bonds worth £138,000,000 at 4% per cent
have been subseribed by the people in Austrs
lia, and X have yet to learn that cheape
money than that ¢an be obtained.

Hon. A, J. H. 8aw: You are suggesting
the Federal authorities should renew free ol
tax.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1 do not say at £
per cent, It may be 414 per cent. Whateve:
the market rate is for moncy, it should be
paid free of tax,

Hon. JJ. W, Kirwan: All mortgages are sub
ject to an unknown tax. 'The holders of Gov
ernment bonds are no worse off than the
holders of private property.

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: Mortgages and othe
things are certainly subject to tax, but mort
rages cannot be obtained at 4% per cent. as
Government bonds can be.

Hon. A. J. H. S8aw: But you do not get the
same security.

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: 1In some cases the
security is better, If we adopt that principle
of taxing bonds we leave it open to a ecrtair
section of the community, whoe want to con
figeate capital or levy upon wealth, to comu
in and earry their point without any of the
odium that would attach to them if they
brought in confiscation of wealth. Al thej
would have to do would be to raise the tax to
say, 3 per cent. on 5 per cent. bonds, whick
would practically mean confiseating more thar
haif of the capital invested. Such people
might achieve their end without ineurring anjy
odium. We want cheap money in this State
We must, of course, pay the market price, huf
we must do our best to indaee people who have
money to invest it here. When interest it
paid it is spent or invesed and helps the
community. Capital must be invested, for ii
eannot be kept in a stocking or some such
Place. Tt is better to give the interest frec
to our own people than pay it to outsider:
whom we cannot tax.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Is there any private
investment that is free of tax?

Hon. A. LOVERIN: 1 cannot answer thud
question off-hand, but probably therc is.

The PRESIDENT: I must ask hon. mem
bers not to embarrass the speaker.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Questions like that dc
not embarrass me. The Federal Treasurer it
now trying to convert a ioan, He tried some
time ago, and obtained ha'f the money from
institutions and insurance companies, which are
pot subject to a tax on the loan. These people
converted at once. The ordinary public share
of the bonds was not thken up at all. The
Pederal Government, therefore, had to give
up their desire to convert, and subatituted 2
new loan. Yesterday there was telegraphed
from the Eastern States a statement by the
Commonwealth Treasurer, as foliows: —

The Commonwealth Treasurer (Dr. Earle

Page) referred to-day to the faet that

100,000 persons have not yet sent in
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applications for the conversion of their

holdings in the lvan which matures on

September 15 mnext. He wishes to draw

the aftention of the thrifty to the

opportunity provided for continwving their
investment, *‘What do they intend to
do?’" asked Dr. Page, ‘‘if the Common-
wealth pays them back on September 157 Of
coltrse, Lhere are the banks and the savings
banks into which the money can be paid,
but the rates of interest pajable by those
institutions are less than the 5% per cent.
obtainable by acceptance of the conversion
terms offered by the Government.
There is the alternative of sending the money
out of the country. Then he urges people to
take np this loan. People will not take it ap
becanse they will be subjeet to thia unknown
tax. [ would not think of converting, I would
take my moncy and send it away where { could
et 434 per eent. or 5 per cent. absolutely net

Hon. G. W. Miles:  You could reinvest it
in the State and make 7 per cent. or 8 per
cent., instead of lending to the Government at
5 per cent.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T have a few bends
and have worked out what 414 per cent., non-
taxable, means. If T eonverted these bonds into
5 per cent, taxable bonds my income would be
£635 less than it is to-day. When the honds
hecome due it is obvious I am not going to
convert to taxable; nor will any other sane
persen do so when such action would deplete
his income by £12 a week.

Hen. J. W. Kirwan: Tt depends on the
size of the individual’s income.

Hen, A, LOVEKIN: In these loan trams-
netions it 18 not the amall man who matters;
it is the big man. We should never get
£138,000,000 in 4% per cent. bonds if we
depended on the small people. Tt is the big
people whe know how to take care of their
nmoney.  Whoever negotiafes on behalf of
this State in the future should not agree to
the bonds being subject to tax. Tf they are
taxed, it will hit this State very hard. The
Premicer urged that we ghonld make every
cffort to support new secondary industries.
With that we are all in accord. Here again,
to put the matter on a business basis, if 1
wirh to start an industry it is obviors that
I w«ill go to the place which enables me to
prodnce cheapest. Tf I start in Western
Australia, T begin knowing that we have a
graduated State tax rising to 4s. 7d. in the £.
T have to allow for that in the price of
the goods I make. 1 assume that T will con-
duct a business from which the profits will
run into £6,000 or more, If T went to Vie-
toria T would only pay 614d. in the £ There
are other advantages in Vietoria which are
not present here. Where am T going to start
an indusiry, here or in Vietoriat Another
ponit eomes in here.  There have been
proposals which I have referred to already
as agreed to hy the Premier, and if any such
proposals are to be given effect fo in the
future, what are-we to hold out as an in-
ducement to people to ecome here and estab-
lish industriest There will be a Federal tax
of B8s. 1d. in the £ and our own State tax
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of 4s. 7. in the £ or a total income tax of
125, 8d. in the £ That would be the tax
it we gave up npur share of the Customs and
had the sole right to impose an income tax.
The dificulty confronting the man desirous
of establishing an jndustry here eor in Vie-
torin, is that he would have to pay 12s. 8d.
in Western Australin as against 8s. 7l4d. in
Victoria, or, elimipating the Federal tax,
which is common to bolh Western Austrafia
and Vietoria, he would have to pay 4s. 7d.
here as against 634d. in Victoria. In some
of the other States the taxes are higher, New
south Waler, I think, levying 1s. 1d. The
fact remaing, however, that ours is the high-
est.  With such a high income tax, how can
we talk abont sturting industrics here? We
have no chanee as agninst Vietoria. By
imposing a tax of 43, 7. in the £ we must
rcalize that we have gone to the very limit,
but there still remain high taxes in other
directions, swch as municipal rates, heavy
water rates, and henvy land taxes.

Hon, G. W, Miles: What about electricity?

Hon, A, LOVEKIXN: That has been cheap-
ened a bit recently, bat still a good profit is
being made. What is necessary is that we
should endeavour to reorganisc our finances,
If T were manager of the State business, T
would not have any ingome tax at all. 1
would notify people that if they came te
Western Australia they could start off with-
out the payment of an income tax, but as
we would require some revenue, T would ask
them to pay n graduated stamp tax. That
would be infinitely Dbetter than the income
tax,

Hon. J. Nicholson: What would the stamp
he payable on?

Hon. A. TOVEKIN:
from, say, £ upwards.

Hon. A. J, H. 8aw: You would not tax on
profits vou make, but on the amount of your
sales?

Mon. A, LOVEKIN: The amount of the
sales governs the profit, so that it comes to
the same thing in the end. The only serious
ohjection that I can see to a stamp tax is
that one would pay for stamps when making
a loss, instead of when making a profit. At
the =ame time, a trader has to pay Cuatoms
duties while still making a loss. The advan-
tages of a stamp tax would he many. We
would get away from the inquisitorial aspect
and other irksome and irritating featurcs of
the income tax form. We wonld also get
away from the high cost of income tax col-
lection, which amounts to about £26,000, The
stamp tax would enly invelve the cost of the
stamps and nothing for collection.

Hon. A. J. H. faw: They would be pleased
to lick the stamps!

Hoon. A. LOVEKTIN: Perhaps so. Another
advantage of the stamp tax would be that
people would pay as they got the money,
instead of having to borrow money to pay
income tax as is the case now. A farmer who
has stock has to take that into account in his
returns, and often he has to go to his bank
to borrow money in order to pay the tax.
Under my suggestion for a stamp tax, he

On all transactions
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would ounly pay when he sold his stock. Then
again it is common kuowledge that it is muaeh
easier to pay in small amounts than to pay
one large amount. it comes hard on many
workers who have te pay from £5 to £10
income tax at the one time, whereas with the
Imposition of a stamp tax, he wonld not miss
a penny or twopence from time to time.

Hon., J. W, Kirwan: Wounld not the eva-
sions he cousiderable under your proposals?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I do not think so
because the seller would have to put the
stamp on.  There would net e many
evasions beeause ne merchant or business
man would like to subjeet himsclf to penal-
ties for not complying with the tax.

Hon. A. 7. H. Baw: Would yon have an
inspector for every transactiong

Hon. A, LOVERIN: These things would
reetify themselves. The customers would
poliee the operations of the stamp tax,
People would demand stamped receipts.

Hon. .F. Nicholson: But what about the
inspection of these transactions in some of
the large shops?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: A penny stamp has
to be placed on receipts for £1 or over to-
day and there is no inspection.

Hon. 7. Nicholson: But the transactions
you suggesi wonld be much smaller,

The PRESIDENT: T muat ask hon. mem-
bers not to held a conversational discussion.

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: I cannot see why it
should cost any nore to put a 24. stamp
on than it would cost to put 2 penny stamp
on a receipt or need more inspection. At
any rate, it would not cost as mueh as the
colleetion of income tax which now runs
to about £€26,000. They have onc ‘inspector
at the Treasury and it costs very little to
supervise the stamp tax now. Very few
people wonld scek to infringe the law., We
will #lways have eriminals and people who
will evade taxation, but that eannot be
avoided. 1 am satisfied that a graduated
stamp tax woull be much hetter for the
community than the imposition of the in-
come tax.

Hon. K. IL. IIarris: Under your svstem
one wonld have to apply a stamp for every
tram tivket or train tieket that was sold.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: We would not tax
on those =mall items. There would he a
ntinimum amount soeh as 5s. or £1 on which
the tax would start.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Tf that were applied
to a ticket for a year, the stamp wounld
cover the ticket.

Hon, A, LOVEKIXN: These things could
be dealt with and the railway ticket, for
ipstance, rould he stamped by the officer
selling the ticket with perhaps a punch.

Han, II. Stewart: Tf the railways have to
puneh a ticket, it will cost more than the
vitlue of the stamp,

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: In any case, T think
it would be a moch better system. It would
allow pecople to come here and embark in
enterprises without being handicapped with
ligh taxation as against low taxation in
the Fastern States,  If the josses on the

[COUNCIL. ]

State trading concerns were stopped, there
would be no need for any income tax or
stamp tax at all. The Minister for Educa-
tion has not besn able to give me the fizures
relating to those concerns to the 30th Tune
last. They ghould be in existenee, but in
the absence of those figures, I muast go back
to those for the previous financial wvear
which were given us by the former Minister
for Fdueation. Mr. Colebateh said that
after setting off the profits against losses
on the State trading concerns, the State had
had to make good £290,545. Tt we add the
loss on those trading coneerns to the amount
it costs to collect the income iax, namely,
£26,000, it will be seen that we would not
require any inecome tax at all if we could
avoid those pavments. In other words, all
the income tax collected goes to make up
the amount lust under these two headings,
because the total income tax collected was
£320,874. We lave a <eficit of £405,000 to
the end of this year. The people of West-
ern Aunstralia are paying taxation in ¢xcess
of that deficit. The Commonwealth lad a
surplus last vear totalling £7,473,726. 1t
must not be forgotten that the Iederal
authorities nave also anticipated the pay-
ments for old age and ‘invalid pensions and
maternity allowanecs for years ahead, and
yet there was that surplus! Tt works out
at about £1 7s. per head of the population
of Australia. If we were to receive our
share of what we have paid to the Common-
wealth in excess of its needs we would re-
ceive hack £463,438, which would more than
wipe out the whole of last year’s deficit.
I am glad the Government say there will be
noe additional taxes imposed this year. I
claim our people are already taxed he.vily
envugh, particularly in view of the fact that
our portion of the Federal surplug
wautld more than wipe out our defieit.
The Federal aunthorities have been doing ex-
actly the opposite to what the State has heen
doing wilh vespect to the Wyndham Meat
Works. We have been capitalising the losses.
The Federal authorities have been capitalis-
ing the profits and this £7,475,726, instead of
being returned to the States, as it ought to
have beenr to enable the States to work out
the salvation of Australia, is DLeing capital-
iserl by the Federal Government. They are
investing it in gratuity bonds; they arve set-
ting aside for defence two and a half millions
and for contingencies two and a half millions,
instead of returning it to the States, T re-
ferred to industries. Last session this House
passed n Bill aulhorising the Government to
scll, if they ot an opportunity, some of the
State trading enterprises which are creating
such losses, That Bill was lost iu another
place at the instance of the T.abour Pariy. I
cannot uwmderstand why the Labour Party
should have opposed the Bill, because it did
not provide for the scrapping of the State
industries; it merely provided that the Gow-
emnment should stand in the_same position as
a company or a private individoal; and if
opportnnity offered to sell to advantage. the
Government shonld he able to sell and close



[9 Avcrsr, 1923.)

the deal. It seems to me that ihose in favour
of State enterprises shonld have supported
that Bill, Lecause it would have given an
opporinnity to deal with State indostries on
the same basis as private induostries can be
dealt with. 'Two years ago we had a select
committee on the Wyndham Meat Works and
the State Shipping Service, and it was aseer-
tained that the ‘* Kangaroo’’ could have been
sold, but it waa not seld. We could have mot
%£480,000 for the Wyndbham Mcat Works, and
the acceptance of this v oull have enabled us
to cut our loss hy paving £15,000 a year in-
terest on the lost eapital.

Hon, AL I H Saw: Did we get an offer
of £480,0007

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: [t was held out that
we could get an offer to that extent. There-
fore the Government should make an effort
this session to pass that Bill so that, if an
opportunity offcrs to make a good deal, they
will he ahle to take advantage of it. 1 hope
I um not Jdivelging anything [ ought not, but
there was a pentleman here 1 week or two
ago in connection with the State Implement
Works,

Hon. J. Nicholeon: Did he want to buy
them?
Hon. &, LOVEKIN: No; he said the site

was unsuitable and the plant was obsolete.
He would not trade agninst the Government,
Dbut he dil say that if the Government ceased
operations, he would be prepared to start an
industry here. He would require a larger
area where cottages coull be erected for the
men, and he was prepared to get up-to-date
plant and cmploy more men than are being
employved at the State Tmplement Works to-
day.

Hon.
from?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: T do not want to say
anvthing more than 1 have said. 1 will give
the hon, member the name privately if he
wishes.

Hon. A. .J. H. Baw: Was he coming from
the elowds or from a land of sunshine?

Mr. LOVEKIX: [ shall not answer that
question as it might sive the show away., Tie
State might get a good offer for some of its
enterprises, but the Governmeni have no
power to entertain it. The Government should
have this power. Tf a private individual had
the implement works anid simncone offered to
do very much vetter, e would take advantage
of the opportunity.

Hon. J. Nicholsen: Tt would be an en-
courageinent {o secondary industries if the
Government disposed of its trading conecrns.

Hon. A, LOVEKTN: Tt eertainly would.
Thiz rentleman very properly said, ““T can-
not affard to cmbark my eapital as ugainst
tlat of the {iovernment, hecause the Govern-
nent ecan lose their eapital and go to the
tzxpayers eah vear and repew it. T have no
tyepavers upon whom 1 can call, and there-
fr e T cannot compete.’” Reference has been
- de to the high cost of living and the high
mits that workers and others are subieet to,
o zecially in the metropolitan area. 1t has

H. Stewart: Where was he coming
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heen sugpested that a fair rents board should
be established to regulate rents. [n andthoer
plaee }’l'hh‘rllﬁy e Lindland ecame in fir A
good deal of ahuse for having raised lis
scnts. [ oepunot express an opinion on the
ease; hut it is not the landiords® fanlt that
rents are rising. [t is more the fault or the
municipalitics and the Government for in-
ereasing their taxation. We are getting into
another vicious cirgle, I took sut seme fivares
from the rate bonk to show how rents mradu-
ally rise. PFor a house which, with the I:nd,
vost €1,000 the rent eharged was £2 per veek,
The annual value put on the house hy the
municivality was £€43. On that the owner
was charged municipal rates £3 195, 114,
water and sewerage rates £3 12s. Gel., iv.-ur-
anee €1 10+, veprirs and vaeant teusncies
£10, Federal tax £3 15s. 3d.—hevause thee vent
was addml to the landiord’s other inepu.p—
and  State fax £3 ns. 3d.; a total of
£31 1%8. td., which the landierd bad to ray,
and he reeciverdl £104 by way of rent. This
feft him swith £72 1s. 11d., shich made it
practieally n 7 per eent. investment. No one
van claim that that is too high for huuse
property.  Then the municipality raised ifs
peneril rate from 1s. 6d. to 2s. Gd. in the
pamnd and at the same time the Government
raised its tax rate from 2.0068d. to 2.0074.
In consequence of the extra taxes, the land-
lord raised the rent from £2 to £2 25 a week
uml he then paid under the new taxation
rates, municipal rates £8 13s. 84, water und
sewerage rates £6 3s., insurance and repairs
were the same, Federal tax £6 1s,, State tax
£5% 13:. 54. This left hin with a net inrome
of £72, ar, again, & 7 per cent, proposition,
The vnfortunate tenant. of course, paid all
this extra taxation and got nothing moie in
return for it. The increase, however, wa~ not
doe to any fault on the part of the landlord.
It was the fault of the municipality ani of
the Government inereasing their taxation. In
the interests of the people coniing to the
State, we ought to try to keep the rentnl
vaines dewn, hut we shall net bhe abie to
attain the desired end by creating a fair rents
Loard. Suek a board would be compelled, in
eauity, to allow the extra eharges which the
s, extra reat just covered.

Houn. I, Nicholson: Have not they to live,
tuo?

Hon. A, LOVEKIX: Yes, hut a- sooti 2s a
nin's rent is raised a couple of «lillings,
the monieipat autherities inerease the anunal
value. The landlord has to pay so i.uch
tore by way of taxation, and he puts . the
rent lo cover the extra outlay, and in the
following vear the munieipality, finding -hat
the rent Lias again Leen put up, onee mo:e in-
creases the anpnal value, and so it goes on.
These annual values are not going up to -he
extent that t'e municipalities are poirinz
them up, and that is where there shonl’ he
rome check. Tn 1920 certain premises he 1 o
vapital value of £1900: the annual volue
was £76. and the rates amounied to £10
12=. 4. To 1921 the capital value wus in-
eressed to £2.150 and the annual vabhi: +o
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£86, I[n 1922 the capital value was jumped
to £2,325 and the anpual value to £93. TIn
1423 the capital value wag increased again
to £2,450 and the annual value to £109, Of
conrge water, sewerage, and other rates go
up in aecord with the annual value. No one
can say that annual values have gone up to
that extent. These constant increases are
responsible for the inereased rentals. Tt is
at the souree that we must try to check this
inerease. Those members of the Lubour Party
who are advocating a fair rents board should
not place too much reliance on such a board,
because it musf grant to the landlord@ the
inereases he himself has to pay. Therefore
it would give no relief to the tenants, Atten-
tion should be directed to checking the in-
erease of taxation at the sowrce, and then a
lindlerd would have mo excuse for putting
hig rents up. Mr. Cellier in another place
onee said, ‘“Thank Ged we have an Upper
House.”” T endorse that remark.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Mr, Collier always ap-
preciated the Upper House.

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: We
eriticise our friends, as I
doing this afternoon, frecly
good of the State without anything
untoward happening in consequence. We
ean also appreciate the work of those
who are opposed to ns. We can appreciate
the efforts of Mr. Monger, the president of
the Primary Producers’ Association. I think
Mr. Monger is doing a grand work for the
State, according to his lights. We may not
agree with all hig principles, but he is guite
disinterested ; he seeks no reward for what
he is doing, and his one objeet is the good
of the State. We c¢an express our appre-
ciation of that. Though I certainly do not
agree with a pood many of the principles
cnunciated by the Labour Party, 1 quite
appreciate the efforts of Mr. Collier, whem
T regard as the ablest Parliamentarian we
have at present amongst ws,  Similarly, T
appreciate the careful and painstaking work
of Mr. Angwin and others of the Labour
Party. While appreciating all these gentle-
men, we can sit hero in judgment, as it werc,
doing what is best for the State without re-
gard to parties. T thank hon. members for
listening to what is perhaps a somewhat dis-
jointed speech.

here can
have been
for the

Hon. J. W, HICKEY (Central) [5.32]: In
offering a few brief remarks on the Address-
in-reply T wish to add my congratulations to
those which other memhers have extended to
Mr. Ewing on his elevation to Ministeriaf
rank, Witheout becoming unduly eculogistie,
P think we 1ail agrec that Mr. Ewing
during his oecupaney of the position of Chair-
man of Committees carried out those duties
with great credit to himself and with ad-
vantage and entire satisfaction to the House.
T feel quite sure that the ability which he
skowed in that position will also be shown
by him in the higher position of Minister
of the Crown. T heartily congratnlate him,
ard tender him my best wishes. At the same
time T sincerely trust that Mr. Ewing will

[COUNGLL, |

exercise his individuality and personality in
Cabinet, and that he will not be dominated by
the Premier; it does appear to me to be the
Premier’s tfendeney to dominate. T quite
recopnise that Mr. Ewing previously spoke
on the floor of this House as a sympathiser
with and a supporter of the present Gov-
ernment.  In his zeal on various occasions
he appeared to be almost a champion apolo-
gist. Sinee beeoming a Minister he has shown
a disposition, in the few remarks which he
Iins had occasion tu address to the House, to
make vse of sueh expressions as ‘‘The Pre-
mier will be pleased,’’ or *The Premier
desires,’’ or ‘“1t is the Premier’s wish.”” I
appreciate loyalty to a leader, hut a dietator-
ship should not be set np. Especially when
the Government are represented by ouly one
Miuister in a Chamber like this, it is neces-
sary that the Minister should stand up for
himself and for the House, seeing that he is
only one of a erowd. T trust Mr. Ewing will
accept these remarks in the spirit in which
they are offered, for I feel that the Premier
dominates affairs to-day to sueh an extent
that unless the Minister for Education takes
a firm stand as the Council’s representative
in the Government, we cannot look for good
results.

The Minister for Fdueation: The Premisr’s
domination rdoss not trouble me at all

Hoen. J, W, HICKEY: I have merely
expressed wy opinion. Next T wish to
congratnlate  Mr. Kirwan, who [ feel

stre will prove a worthy sueeessor to Mr.
Ewing as Chairman of Committees. Mr.
Kirwan's long assoclation with Parliament-
ary life eminently fits him for the pesition.
Tndeed, his almost naique experiences are
sucl that he is bound to prove a success in
the Chair. The position of Chairman of
Committees requires a man of tact, one in
whom members have such implicit con-
fidence that there will be no quibbling at
any of his decisions, As regards the Gov-
cronor’s Speceh, the most ardent supporter
of the Ministry must experience a keen
sense of disappointment. I offer my humble
congratulations to His Excellency for the
very able Speech he put up on the basis of
the very poor material furnished to him by
his advisers. On looking through the
records of past Parliaments and going right
down the line, T have come to the conelusion
that never in the history of responsible
government in Western Australia has there
heen a poorer affair handed out to Parlia-
ment than this Speech. One would natur-
ally expect that in the last session of a Par-
liament the Government, even the present
Government, would give members somethiug
to look forward to with some degree of
optimism, At least the present Government
might have made some apologies for their
past misdeeds. However, this Governor's
Speech s a windy affair of meaningless
words and empty phraseology. I remcmber
an interjection made on the opening day by
Mr. Kirwan, to the effect that the Governor’s
Speech totally ignored the mining industry.
From cover to ecover of the Speech there is
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no mention of that great industry which
faid the foundations of the country,
Hon. E. H. Harris: There are two lines.
Hon. J. Corpell: In the past, the mining
industry has been mentioned but not
attended to.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: I think I am the
first representative of a goldfields constitu-
ency to speak in this debate.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Both Mr. Seddon and
Mr. Ardagh have spoken, and on the mining
industry too.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY : I ask pardon.
Those two hon. members must have hung
on te those two lines then. While I agree
that the mining industry is on the wane, I
am bound to point ont that there are people
prepared to hand out assistance to almost
every industry except mining. With regard
to mining, the same spirit of fighting optim-
ism does not seem to obtain. People were
prepared to give the mining industry all the
credit when things were good, but to-day
they will not give that industry its just due.
Unfortunately the history of Australia tends
to make us fatalistic with regard to mining.
That histery shows that the outstanding
feature of gold diseoveries has been that
when gold broke out in any State, it broke
out simultaneously in other parts of the
same State. By the same order of events,
when the slump came, it eame all round.
In the case of Western Australia, however,
we mining men are disposed to regard the
all-round slump as a coincidence, though a
strange one; and we consider that mining
still has a chance in this State. No better
illustration of that ecan be adduced than
reeent happenings on the Murchison, where
phenomenal finds have been made on what
were regarded as worked out fields like
Paynesville. Some fine diseovories have
heen and are being made there. Unfortu-
nately, the Government do not take much
cognisance of those developments, They
are not impressed with the discoveries.
They are still prepared to cultivate a feeling
of fatalism with regard to Western Aus-
tralian mining, T am quite sore that if
systematic prospecting were instiluted by
the Government, even at the Murchison, the
digtrict that T know best, the low grade
propositions in that area would eventually
prove the salvation of this State’s mining
industry. I sincerely trust the Government
will take this matter into coasideration.
Cur Department of Mines I regard aa one
of the best of our Government departments.
It countains officers who have had goldfields
expericnce. Af the same time, no matter
how good the officers may be, the depart-
ment cannot achieve much for mining unless
the Government are prepared to find a
pound or two for the mineral industry in the
same way as for other industries. I recog-
nige that something is being done in connec-
tion with prospecting. The prospecting
boards, in particular, are doing good work.
We bave two members of prospecting boards
in this Chamber, and I may mention that [
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have never yet had an application turned
down by the board. That, bowever, ia a
small matter. We want a big policy of
mining development, just as we have a big
development policy in connection with agri-
culture. But, apparently, the Government
are not prepared to back a prospector for
more than two or three months.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is not the fault of the
hoards that the assistance is not greater,

Hon, .J. W, HICKEY: I fully acknowledge
that. T quite recognise that the membera
of the boards, who work in an honorary
capacity, are deing their utmost for the
indnstry. I complain of the Government,
not of the boards. The Government should
place sufficient noney at the disposal of the
boards. If the persobnel of the boards is
not what it should be, let it be altered. The
present Government seem never to have
got behind the mining investor. They have
never given a fair deal to mining proposi-
tions in this country. Any sort of ramp
can be worked in Western Australia to-day,
just as in bygone days. All these things
have been pui over us before. It was
thought, however, that thanks to past ex-
perienees the people have awakened a little.
Nevertheless, there is the recent ramp at
Sandstone, during which shares went up to
over £30 although they were not worth 2s.
Who got the money? It is the duty of the
Government to find out. Somebody got the
money. Somebady got hlamed for getting it,
and got the sack.

Hon. J. Cornell: They got the sack be-
cange they did not get the money.

Hon, J, W, HICKEY: Probably that is
just about the fact. Somebody unloaded
shares at £30. It is the duty of the Gov-
crnment to find out who was responsible.

Hon, E. IT. Harris: And suppose they do
find out?

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: Then the individual
should be dealt with. There is a department
controlling the mining industry, and for the
sake of the credit of the State that depart-
ment, backed by the Government, should not
fail to investigate propositions of this des-
cription. We find that the people are getting
chary about investing money in the min-
ing industry, and if this state of affairs is
permitted to continue seripus harm will be
done to the State. It is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to see that people get a fair deal
and that there should not be any repetitions
of the scandals such as the Celebration and
what bas reeently taken place at Sandstone.
Some assurance nceds to be given that the
Government will see that in the future invest-
ors will get a fair deal. With regard to base
metals, little or nothing appears to have been
done by the Government in this direction.
Tn Western Australia there are opportunities
offering for the development of this branch
of the mining industry, particularly in the
Northampton district and others where lead
predominates. The various reports that I
have perused convince me of the existence
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of great possibilities in certain parts of this
State regarding base metnls. So far as silver
i= goncerned, T do oot think that Broken ELill
is the only part of Australia wlhere this min-
cral is to be dound, 1Ff systemafic efforts
were made to prospect for base metals the
result would he satisfactory. Unfortunately,
those who are conuneeted with this branch of
mining are wp against a diffiew]t proposition
in the shape of the Fremantle Trading Co.
Ve who have had experience know what this
meang, T have raised the question time after
time, and it secms to me to be a pity that
the Government cannot gee their way to
establish o treatment plant of their own in the
Northampton district, The Fremantle Trad-
ing Co. is a losing concern. I remember some
vear: ago when the Arbitration Court was
sitting at Northampton, perusing the records
of that company.  But ope wonld require to
be a eapable nerovntant to make head or tail
of those records; they proved nething. The
ftgvermment should make some effort towards
further developing the base mwetal industry,
aud one of the greatest factors towards that
development would be the creetion of a State
sielter in or around Geraldton. You your-
self, Mr. President, are aware that those en-
paged in the imdustry sre in the hands of the
Fremantle Trading Co., and that if it suits
that company to close down to-morrow, they
will not hesitate to do s0. TUsually mining
companies are obiged to prove their bona
fides before the Warden’s Court, but it ap-
pears that the Fremantle company e¢rn close
down at a4 moment's notice. The monopoly
held by that eompany is one which should
not oxist. Therefore 1 contend it is time that
the ‘:overnment stepped in and erected a
smal; plant which could be placed at the dis-
posal of those engaged in the industry. 1
trust the Minister will keep in mind this im-
portant matter. What I have been saying is
not in the nature of criticism. I have heen
merely making suggestions which are the out-
come of my experience in the district. I
know that so long as the disabilities to whieh
1 have referred continve to exist, so long will
those engaged in the industry suffer. T#, by
some chunee, n new goldfield is disenvered,
and it leads to something permanent, I trust
that ns the result of operations we shall not
have the spectacle facing us to-day in the
shape of the suffering which exists at the
Wooroloo Sanatorinm. This institution, by
the way, is a tribute to the sympathetie ad-
mivitration of the Labour Party. At the
same time, it reminds us of the callousness
of past Goverminents towards those who
worked underground. If regulations did not
exist in carlier years, they shonld have been
framed: it they did exist, they should have
been enforced. To-day we find that many
of the flower of manhood have been sacrificed
on the altar of greed so far as the Ealgoorlie
mines are concerned. It is a harrowing spee-
ta-le to see in Kalgoorlie g0 many who were
strong healthy men, reduced to a feeble con-
dition, the outcome of the neglect of Gov-
ernmients,

[COUNGIL. |

Hon. J. Cornell: ‘Waooroloo is the lagt house
of vall on this earth for too many miners.

on. J. W. HICKEY: We will throw a
veil over the secene for the time being. ILet
the dead past bory its dead as Wooroloo will
bury thosc who go there, Let ws learn a
lesson from what has passed. We cannot
apologise for the crimes of our predecessors,
but we must take full responsibility now, and
when we are endeavouring to resurrect the
mining industry we shall be criminally neg-
lectful if we do not see that these who
are engaged in it are safeguarded. T trust
that the Government will devoie some atfen-
tion to the subjeet of boring; I do not mean
altogether in the direction of boring for gold
or base metals, but I do think that operations
should be carried on in respeet of & search
for coal. If we had five or six Collies, the
coal industry ns it cxists to-day would not
e affected,  Coal-mining, too, is an indvstry
which does net levy such a toll on human
life as dnes gold mining. I do wish that the
CGovormment would serionsly econsider the ad-
vigableness of sending out prospecting parties
with the ohect of boring systematically for

coal. Past reeords have shown us that coal
has heen found in the Neorthampton dis-
trict. T have no actual knewledge of the

Lynton field, but from what I have been able
to learn {rom fairly reliable sources, I con-
sider there is a good chance of coal being
fonnd there. 1 have some knowledge of a
bore having been put down at Eradu at the
Greenough River some years ago, and I be-
licve that coal, whether valuable or not T
cannot say, oXists there. I make these sug-
gestions in the hope that the Government
may be indueed to take nction in the diree-
tion T have suggested. Tf by any chanece
coal was discovered, considerable wealth
would he created for the State, I am petting
rather tired of talking about coal at Irwin,
The Government went so far as to put down
a hore whieh in the vernacalar proved a

*dud.”? I was given to understand by
the  Minister for Mines that De  in-
teaded to put  down four hores in
that district. [ do not know whether he

was serious or not, but the department did
not make any attempt to go on with the
husiness. There was no water available for
boring purposes and it had to be carted for
miles. | have raised this question oftenm
cnough and I intend te raise it once more.
Legitimate efforts should certainly be made
to carry on operations Lhere, and this work
ean lLe done only by providing adequate water
faecilities. Tf a private individual had done
for his principnls what the department set
out to de, he would have heen sacked imma-
diately, T recognise that the Government are
placed in an awkward position regarding the
Trwin River district. The whole question is
wrapped up to a great extent in the purehase
of the Midland Railway, T have n+«ver em-
harrassed the Government when the subjeat
of the purchase of that line has come up for
disenssion.  When the opportunity presented
itself to the Labonr Government to seenre the
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raiiway and lands for a million and a bhalf,
sufficient courage could not be summoned to
coniplete the deal.

Hop, J. W, Kirwan: | thiank it was that
question that brought abeut the defeat of
the Lehour Government.

Tton, J, W. HICKEY: Is that so? We do
not even keow whetier the present Govern-
Lite! e orions about the purchase of the
Midlaml Comypany’'s property,

Haou, b, t'ornell: It will have to be pur-
chi vd sooner or later.

tton, J. W, HICKEY: Yes, cvervboily
knows that. For years past I have been asso-
eiaied with deputations urging the Govern.
ment to purchase the railway, but we have
alv1s hoen met with the stereotyped reply,
““Weo are negotiating. '’ We  can  make
spu ches every day in the weck, and ask ques-
tiuns in the IHouse, but it does not get us
any fortieer, [ am fed np with the business,
For u lone time now we have refrained from
Dringine this ywestion inro prominenee, be-
can~e we wire assured by Mr, Colebateh that
the Premier when in Eugland was negotiat-
ing for the railway, and that if we were to
revive the agitation for this purchase the com-
pany would he hound to kiek up the price.
Hecaore of that we agreed to say nothing
that would hamper the Government in tiat
way,

Hon. 7. Corneli: Every migrant arriving in
the country (nhances the value of the com-
[any’s property.

Hon. J. W. HIGKEY; It is time the Gov-
ernment tool a seripus view of the situation
and forced the agreement entered into by
the company.  Save that T do not stand for
private railways, I do not care muech whether
this line ia run by the Government or by the
ecompany. In a sense I am satisfied with the
ronning of the railway by the company. The
tranble is that it is a menace to the snccess-
ful development of the country. We have up
there vast areas of good land, in addition to
cogtfields ard huge depesits of base metals.
None of those resources can be properly de-
veloped while the line remains the property
of ‘he compuany, nor will the Government,
any Government, allow the company fo build
a spur line fo tap outly¥ing areas; =n until
the railway is purchased by the Government
it i~ hopeless to look for the development of
the country served by the line. The develop-
ment of the Trwin coalfield is heing held up
hee:ause to do anything in the matier would
he to enhance the value of the rajlway.
The Jine ought to be pucchased so that the
developmnent of the eountry might he pro-
cerdled with, Between Mullewa and Minginew
are several large stations which the Govern-
merd should parchase and sub-divide for eloser
sett’enient. Faeh of those properties ean bhe
seevred at a fair price.  Their elearing wonld
cost very little. T have no objeetion to cven
the development of the South-West, but T sax
we vhould first develop our wmore accessible
Iands, especiaily sinee those lands can be in-
eEpensively treated. Then there is the Yuna-
AMultews railway  propesition,  When, some
tim+ aco, T inspected the country to be trav-
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ersedd by the line, I was not altorether satisfied
that the line was justified. More recently,
however, Mr. Moore and T visited Yuna and
made & thuivagh iospection of the districl,
with the result that 1 am now convioeed the
Government could not do better than builil the
railway. Tt will serve some of the finest coun-
tiy in the State. From answery given to Mre,
Muoere the other evening 1 nndersanil it is in-
tended to send the Railway Advisery Boarid
there at an early date. T hope the Minister
will speed up that vivit. Mr. Greig last night
supgrested thut the unemployed Adiffieulty at
Narrogin had been fictitious. [ happen to be
associated with a body that makes elose
inquiries into unemployment wherever it may
Iy fouud in the State, and I ean tell Mr.
Greig that the unemploved difficulty at Nar-
rogin was oven mere serious than at Merredin
or Geraldten. Tt is acate to-day in Perth,
notwithstanding which the Promicr treats on-
cmployed demonstrations very lizltly, and we
2o waily along with our immigration policy, 1
suppoert that policy to a certain extent, but
we cannot deny that the wrong class of
migrant is being brought into the State.
A closer scrutiny and elassifiearion of the

migrants should be set up. Mr. Mon-
ger, in  his  presidential address to the
conference of primary producers. declared

that he and hiz associates were responsible for
keeping the Labour Party out of office. We
Yiaie to agree that this is so, Bui Mr. Monger
forvets that all the henefits the farmers enjov
tn-day were initiated by the Labour Govern-
ment. A good deal has heen sl about State
enterprises. It is peeuliar that Vietoria, the
one State in the Commnnwealth whieh has
never had a Labour Government, has more
State enterprises than any other State in Aus-
fralia.

On motion by Hon. .J. Nichelson, debate ad-
Journed.

ADJOURNMENT, SPECIAL.

On motion by the Minister for Fdueation,
crderedd: ' That the Heuse at its rising
adjourn til Wednesday, the 13th instant.”’

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.




